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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY .COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
October 13, 1942 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, October 13, 1942, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those ans_ring present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, CUcci, Hitohoock, Powell, and McGuire. Ab
sent; Counoilmen: Non •• 

Everyone present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flagt 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes 01' a Regular 
Meeting held September 29, 1942, be approved as written. Council
man Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication from the Board of Supervisors of the County 
01' Los Angeles was read advis1ng that an enclosed resolution 
adopted by said Board authorized an appropriation 01' $840.06 trom 
the Motor Vehicle Fund for the improvement of Plaza del !mo with
in the City 01' Torrance. Matter 01' record. 

A communioation trom The Atch1son, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail
way Company addressed to the C1ty Engineer was read assuring the 
City that the delay in cleaning up the right-Of-way between Carson 
Street and Torrance Boulevard and in repairing the crossings over 
their tracks within the c1ty limits was due to extreme ,ressure 
in handling other work in connecti.on with their military movements. 

Clerk Bartlett stated that he had two communicat10ns trom 
Mrs. ~ura Davis, 1522 Crenshaw Boulevard, dated October 3 and 9 
respectively and read the latter. Mrs. Davis requested that two 
eucalyptus trees on the northeast corner 01' SOnoma and Crenshaw 
be topped. _ 

Councilman CUcci moved that the communication from Mrs. 
Lura Davis be referred to the Street Department. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A communication trom the Torrance Labor Temple, Ine., was 
read requesting they be permitted to continue using the chairs 
loaned them by the City instead of returning them asr-eq~88tedas 
it is impossible to purchase suitable ohairs at the present time. ' 

Mayor McGuire stated that sometime .ago he permitted .. Mr. 
\lalter 3m1th, Secretary Treasurer of the Torrance Labor Temple, 
to borrow 180 oheirs from the City; and that it now appears that 
Mr. Smith is 01' the opinion that the chairs might be used all the 
time. The Mayor said that he does not wish to be responsible ~or 
this loan 1n that it involves property which will be exceedingly 
diff1cult to replace after tbe war • 

. James Brodie. Oity CUstod1an, stated that the City ot 
Torrance owns 500 steel chairs and 540 wooden chairs; and that 
400 steel ohairs have been loaned out. 

Atter some discussion Councilman Hitohcock moved that all 
organizations who have borrowed chairs trom the City be allowed 
to u~e them until needed by the City; that said chairs be returned 
when neede4; and that said organization~ address a letter to the 
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C1ty of Torrance stating the number of chairs in their possession. 
Counoilman Powell seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor McGuire requested that all organizations concerned be 
notified. 

City Engineer Jain reported that a Mr. J. J. Koshak, 2334 
2~6th street, Lomita, has made inquiry concerning a business license 
tor a woo~ yard~ the above-mentioned location. According to Mr. 
Jain, Mr. Kosb.ak was not selling wood when he first contacted the 
City Engineer but was merely hauling it to the acre at 236th street. 
The Fire Chiet and the Chief of Police then invest.igated the matter. 
Neither had any objections to Koshak's actions; the neighbors did 
object however. Mr. Jain also said that according to the zoning 
ordinance the location in question is in an agricultural district, 
and that said ordinance contains a provision which states that only 
those things which are produced on the property may be sold. 

Mayor McGu1re instructed City Engineer Jain to inform Mr. 
Koshak that he will have to file a petition for a variance of the 
m,ning ordinance at the next publio hearing. 

A communication from the City of Redondo Beaoh, signed by 
A .. Lowell Hopkins, C'hairman of south Bay COordinators, was read 
urging immediate adoption of an encloaed model resolution request
ing oonsideration of the state.Railroad aomtnission of the state of 
California in the matter of rates tor phones at control centers. 

Coordinator of Civilian Defense John H. Stroh recommended the 
adoption ot the resolution by reason of the possible resultant say
ing to· the. City. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1553 

RESOLUTION OF THE CI'l'Y COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REQUESTING CONSIDERA
TION OF THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF mE 
STATE OF CAUFORNIA IN THE MATTER OF 
RATES FOR PHONES AT CONTROL CENTERS. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution mo. 1553 be aCb·pted. 
Counoilman Cuoci seoonded·the motion, which was carried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCII.MIm: Babcook, Cucci, 
Hitchooak, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication from the League of California Cities was read. 
recommending the adoption of an ordinano:e providing local authority 
tor local enforcement of Western Defense Command and Fourth Army 
Proclamation No. 10 (Dim-OUt Proclamation) as amended by Proclama
tion 110. 12. 

A discussion relating to local enforeement of dim-out and 
speed regulations ensued. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 339 

.AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
RELATING TO RES'ERIGTED LIGHTING. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the further reading of Ordinano:e 
No. 339 be. di spensed wi th • Couna llman Hi tcbco ck seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CuCCi, Hitohcock, Powell, and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCIIJlEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinance No. 339 be adopted 
for first reading. Councilman Hitohcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN; None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A, communication from Tbe Dical1 te Company was read requesting 
repairs to Madison Street from their plant to the intersection of 
Newton Street, a distance of some 1500 feet. The wri ter stated 
that the poor condition of this road is hampering the transporta
tion of vital war materials from said Dicalite Company to ware
pouses in Torrance and the harbor area. 

City-Engineer Jain stated that it would cost approximately 
$1500.0Q·(labor and materials) to repair the half-mile long st~et. 
and therefore suggested that the City share expenses with the 
Dicalite·Compeny inasmuch as the street in question is used ex
clusively by said company which is not located in the City of 
Torrance but rather on the boundary line in the County of Los 
Angeles. The City Engineer called attention to the fact that the 
company is engaged in 90 per oent defense work. 

Councilman Hitchcock recommended that The Dicalite Com~ny 
be given some assistance but not to the extent of' $1500.00. . 

Councilman Cucci moved that the matter be tabled until the 
priorities on road oil are lifted; that Elity Engineer Jain be 
authorized to contact The Dical1 te COmpany Engineer in order to 
work ou.t a sat1sfactory settlement with reference to repairing a 
specifio portion of Madison street;' and that recommendations be 
made to the City Counc1l. Councilman Hitchcook seoonded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communication from Jack Bosoken was read applying for a 
permit and license to collect It.junk" 1n the City of Torranoe. 

COuncilman Babcock moved that the oommunication be re:ferr.o 
to the Police Department for investigation and report at the next 
regular meeting. COuncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell referred to a communication from Mr. Fred 
Hansen requesting a refund on his City Business License, wIl1e;h 
oommunioat1on was read at the last regular meeting. 

Counc:i.lman Powell moved that Fred Hansen who has paid for 
his C1ty Business License for the year ending June 30, 1943, and 
who disoontinued business as of september 17, 1942, be granted a 
refund based on the unused portion of satd license. Councilman 
Hi tchcook seconde4 the lIIOUon,whleh was oarried by the following 
roll oall- vote:A!.BS: OOUmCILV1ltl: Babooc;k, CUcci, Hitchcoek, 
powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCII..Mll:N: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that $110.50, plus tax, be appropri
ated for the purcha.se: of one emergency war tear gas kit for the 
Police Department. Councilman Hi tchoock seconded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcook, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCI:pdEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that $26.00, plus tax, be appropri
ated for the purchase of a radio for the Polioe Department. 
Councilman Hitohoook seconded the motion, whioh was carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire.. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell mowed that $~5.00 be appropr1ated for re
pairs to the one ton Dodge truck used by the Electr1cal Department. 
Councilman Hitchcook seconded the motionJt' which was oarried by the 
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following roll CQ.ll vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Cuoci, 
Hitohoock, PoWiil.L, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None .. 

COuncilman cUoci anQounoed that an investigation"of the 
pin-ball machin& situation in Torrance revealed that some fifty 
machinas are operating without paying r&venue to the City. 
Councilman Cucc1, advocated lioensing as the only practioal 
method of control. 

Counoilman cucoi moved that the City Attorney be authorized 
to draw up an ordinanoe g,nerning the licens1ng of pin-ball 
machines within the City of Torranoe, said license to be set at 
$15.00 per month per machine, to be oollaoted annually. 

Mayor McGuire suggested that an annual fee of $180.00 be 
oollected. 

Councilman Cuo01 am~nded his motion to that etfect. Council
man Powell seconded the motion as amended which was oarried by 
the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Cuo01, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: H1tchc~kt.AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN:, None .. 

Councilman Cucci suggested that the ordinance spac1ty that 
an in~iv~dual may own or rent his machine in order to curb po
tential monopolies. 

eounoilman Hitchcock moved that $64.00, plus tax, be ap
propriated for the p1lll1"chase of arebu11t Ford V-8 motor for 
Street Department No. 8 Truck. Councilman Babcook seoonded the 
motion, which was carried by the followi.ng roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitoh~ock, Powell, and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSINT: COUNCILMEN: None • 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved that 14'15.00, plus tax, be ap
propriated for the purohaseot crushed rock for the Street D&
partment stookp1le at the City Yard. COuncilman Babcook seconded 
the motion, whloh was oarried by the folloWing rQll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CuCCi, Hite~coek, Powell, and 
MoG!J;ire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchoook moved that $65.00, plus tax, be ap
propriated tor the purchase of bitumuls for the stook pile at 
the City Yard; Councilman Babcoct seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. -':BSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

crClunc1lma.n., H1tcJlcock moved that not to exceed $100.00. be 
approprtated. for o1ling shoulders and gutters on Date Avenue 
and ElIil Avenue, between Eldorado and Torranoe'Boulevard. Ooun011-
man Baboock seconded the motion, which was carried by 'the follow
,ing roll call vote: AYES:, COUNCILMEN: Babeoc:.k, Oueci, Hi tohcexl k, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Hitohoock moved that not to exoeed $225.0.0 be 
appropriated for r,ock and oil for shoulders on ,the south .14& ot 
Torrance Boulevard, between arenshaw Boulevard and Elm Avenue. 
Counoilman Babcock seconded,the motion, which was carried by the 
tollowing roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cuoci, 
Hi t ohcook, Powell, and McGuire,. NOES: COUNCILMEN': None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

cOuncilman Babcock moved that' the Iiorrance Munioipal Bus 
Line schedule be changed effective Ootober 18, 1942, to compllF.)' 
with the new sp~ed regulat~ons which designate a ~5 mile an hour 
limit and in order to give increased service to commuters employed 
in the City of Torrance. Counoilman Hitohoock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 



Councilman Baboock moved that $105.00, plus tax, be ap
propriated ror the purchase or one rare box ror the Municipal 
Bus Lines. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was 
carried hy the rollowing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire.. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcook moved that the Classification of Employ
ees submitted by the Torrance Civil Service Board be adopted. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUcci, 
Hitchcock, Powell, and MoGuire •. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that $40,OOO.OQ. be transrerred from 
the General Fund of the Torrance Municipal Water District No. 1 
to the General Fund of ~he City of Torrance, effective October 

.15, 1942. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:: 
Babcock, Cucoi, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that the rleet insuranoe with the 
Travelers Insurance Company covering C1 ty motor vehicles be re
newed as or October 13, 1942, for the ensuing year. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchoo;ck, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

In the matter of the Val Mott water Company Chief Stroh 
stated that he had investigated and1bund that the company was 
running water down 182nd st. from a swimming pool or reservoir. 
He warned them to discontinue this practice. They disregarded 
the warning and were served with a citation for Violation of 
Section 588 of the Penal Cod~. 

The Chief of Police requested that the City Attorney be 
authorized to proseoute Val Matt on behalf of the City of Torrance 
in the City Court on October 17, 1942. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Attorney be instruoted 
to prosecute the defendant, Mr. Val Mott, on behalf of the plain
tif.!', City of Torrance, to the !'Ullest extent on the date and 
place above-mentioned. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Counoilman Powell moved that John H. strOh, Chief of police, 
be authorized to attend the Police Ofrioers' Assooiation Conven
tion from Octoher 22 to 24, inclusive, at the Clark Hotel in 
Los Angeles, expenses paid. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. 
NOES: CQUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication from Dale Riley, Superintendent of Recreation, 
was read recommending that Mrs. Florenoe Hall be authorized to 
substitute for Mrs. Cora Bohrer who left on her vacation September 
16, 1942. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Mrs. Florence Hall be authorized 
to replace Mrs. Cora Bohrer who left on her vacation on september 
16, 1942, said replacement to be effective for a two-week period. 
Oouncilman Hitohcook seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
follawing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CuCCi, 

. Hitchcock, Powell. and McGuire. NOES: COUNCI1MEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



Lieutenant Robert L. Llewellen, representing Company H of 
tbe California state Guard, addressed the Council at this time in 
order to tbank the Counc11 and the City of Torranoe for the fine 
buildings which bave been erected to house active units of the 
California.State Guard stationed at the C1tyPal'k. He also 
made inquiry concertning the propose& dedication ceremonies. Mayor 
McGuire assured Lieutenant Llewellen that the matter would be d.is
cussed with the state Guard within the next few days. 

Chief of Police Stroh discussed at length the circumstanoes 
surrounding the shooting of 21 street lights in the City by two 
sixteen-year old sharpshooters •. 

Councilman Babcock moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried 
by the fOllowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babooe;k, 
CUcoi, Hitchcock, Powell,and McGuire. NOES: COUNaI:LMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCII...MEN: None. 

At 8:55 P.M., upon motion of COuncilman Hitchcook seoonded 
by Councilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CI'l'Y OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
October 27, 1942 

The City Council o.f the Ci ty of Torrance oonvened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, .Ci ty Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, Oo:tober 27, 1942,. at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those anwwering present being 
Counoilmen: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. Ab
sent: Councilmen.: " None • 

. Everyone present in the Counoil Chamber saluted the Flag! 

Mayor McGuire moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held October 13, 1942, be approved as written. Counc1lman 
Hitchcock seconded the mot1on, whioh was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from John H. Stroh, Chief of police, 
addressed to the 0.1 ty CounCil, requesting consideration for ways 
and means of relieving the Police Department of the duty of re
ceiving and caring for the monies deposited with them by the 
drivers of the Torrance Municipal Busses at the completion of their 
runs. Mayor McGuire suggested that Coun~lman Babcook contact Mr. 
Ward in regard to this matter. 
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